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Interference 

Applicant's amendments of June 2, 2004 and July 27, 2004 both of 
which add claims copied from US patent 5,885,158 for the purpose of 
provoking interference proceedings. All claims are allowable to applicant. 

U.S. Patent No. 5,885,158 is involved in a Reexamination proceeding. 
The claims therein are subject to flux in as much as patent owner may amend 
them during the Reexamination proceeding. The question of interference 
cannot be further evaluated until Reexamination proceedings on U.S. Patent 
No. 5,885,158 are concluded. Therefore, due to a potential interference, ex 
parte prosecution of the instant application is again SUSPENDED FOR A 
PERIOD OF SIX MONTHS from the date of this letter. Upon expiration of the 
period of suspension, applicant should make an inquiry as to the status of the 
application. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications 
from the examiner should be directed to J. Harrison whose telephone number 
is 571-272-4449. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F during 
business hours. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see 
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http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the 
Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217- 
9197 (toll-free). 




